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Roving Chipper Program
May 31, 2021
You Cut It. We Chip It.
Great news! Pineloch Sun has decided to fund the Roving Chipper Program again this year.  And while there isn’t grant money for this popular program, we think it’s an important investment to help protect our community and reduce the risk of fire. Please track the hours you put into firewising your property in case funding becomes available. 
Please review the information below and reach out Jeremy Baker at jeremybaker99@gmail.com with any questions. 

ALL material must be out by the curb by Monday, May 31, 2021 and chipping will start week of June 1, 2021. Improperly stacked piles or piles with pine needles or leaves will not be chipped and will be the owner’s responsibility to remove.



HOW IT WORKS


1. The landowner does the cutting on their property and places it adjacent to the main roads and/or driveway, but not blocking traffic or water flow in road ditches (see instructions/suggestions below).
2. The chipper crew will come out to the site and chip debris that will be blown back onto forest floor.

3. We hope to use your labor on the project as the PLS contribution for grants we may apply for in the future. We will ask you to track labor and travel time.”
4. All removal of trees over 8 inches in diameter and 54” high across requires PLS approval.


YOUR PART

· When stacking the debris, please place all the stems of trees and brush pointing in the same direction with the cut ends toward the road. This makes the pile easier to pull apart to feed the chipper.

· Individually cut pieces must not be longer than 8 feet in length and/or thicker than 8” in diameter.

· Use of saws is only allowed on IFPL level 1 and 2. The IFPL for any given day will be posted and available by calling DNR at 509-925-8510 between 8 and 4:30.
· Please do not put the needles and leaves in the pile to be chipped, the chipper will plug with that debris. Leaves and needles may be taken to the Kittitas County Transfer station as garbage.
· Individual requirements for saws are as follows:

· A shovel, fire extinguisher & 5 gallons of water must be in the immediate area of saw operation.
· Saws may operate throughout the day in a level 1 but only until 1:00 PM on level 2 days.



Helpful Hints TO BE FIREWISE COMPLIANT
· A minimum of 30’ foot radius around the structure of lean and clean.
· Remove brush around any structure.

· Limb trees up to 15 ‘or 50 % of live crown from ground, which ever comes first.

· Rake pine needles and leaves 30’ from the structures, off decks and roofs. 

· Continue the process across your property reducing the “ladder” fuels that would allow the fire to spread into the crowns of trees, pruning, removal of brush near trees, and large accumulations of dead and down ground debris.

· Remove brush, limbs and thin trees along access roads for safe ingress and egress. 
You can also schedule a free, no obligation Firewise Assessments of your property. 
Contact the Kittitas County Conservation District at (509) 925-3352.
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